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“The disintegration of the “Near Abroad”: Putin’s imperialism and its backlash in
the post-Soviet space”

Speaker: Dr. habil. Cornelius Friesendorf (Institute for Pease Research and Security Policy at
the University of Hamburg (IFSH))
“Russia’s war in Ukraine: How the OSCE adapts”

Speaker: Dr. Richard Youngs (Carnegie Europe/Warwick University)
“Has the Ukraine war given rise to a more geopolitical EU?”

Discussant: Hideaki Shinoda (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Discussant: Midori Okabe (Sophia University)

Chair: Yumi Nakayama (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
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Dr. Virginia Haufler,University of Maryland, College Park, USA

"Climate Risk, Private Governance, and Transnational Norms of Stability"

How can we reconcile the institutionalization of climate policy to make it durable with the
political contestation that may be needed to make the profound changes we really need to
make? Pater, Tobin and VanDeveer argue there is an unexplored tension in climate policy
debates between demands for policy stability to lock in desired changes versus calls for
political upheaval to open opportunities for change to occur. The desire for a rapid energy
transition to address climate change comes up against norms of stability that lie behind a
preference for incremental steps.

I explore this tension in debates over climate action by the financial sector, in particular the
case of insurance. The financial sector is often viewed as an intermediary in global governance
because it provides public and private actors with leverage over the private sector. The
insurance sector could play a bigger role than it has to date but it is structurally oriented to
the status quo. Insurers evaluate risk based on past outcomes, which disposes them to favor
policy stability. However, the impact of climate change we see today--more severe weather,
rising water levels, and severe wildfires--will eventually change those models, but this will
happen slowly.

For over four decades now activists have been pressuring insurers to change their policies and
practices to take climate risks into account in more future-oriented models. Recently demands
have escalated for insurers to stop insuring fossil fuels. Regulators are beginning to require
companies including insurers to undertake mandatory ESG reporting including attention to
climate risks. The UNEP's Finance Initiative has convened insurers regularly to address
climate change risks. The insurance industry is responding more quickly today than in the
past but well short of the significant disruption that some observers argue is necessary. A
number of insurers have ended their coverage of fossil fuels and taken other steps that respond
directly to climate risks. As norms change within the industry regarding the need to take
climate change into account in their models, they will lock in new policies through their

contractual relations with other firms.
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“APEC and its role in formulating international norms”

Formulation, including diffusion and acceptance, of international norms has been considered
in International Relations. Yet, the scalars have not paid enough attention to the role of
regional organizations and institutions in the process of formulating international norms. In

the Asia-Pacific region, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) has been one of the



leading regional organizations since its launch in 1989. Therefore, I would like to examine the
role of regional organizations in formulating international norms, by analyzing the case of
APEC in recent years. Three different international norms are picked: (i) trade and
investment liberalization, (ii) data free flow with trust, and (iii) climate change. Actors in
formulating international norms may involve governments, industries, civil
societies/epistemic communities, and international organizations and institutions. In the case
of recent APEC, I examine how APEC, APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), and APEC
Vision Group (AVG), have influenced the formulation of the above three international norms.
Through the examination, I try to draw several points which are necessary for considering
relations between regional organizations and international norms.

Regarding the trade and investment liberalization norm, the role of APEC has been both the
support for the multilateral trade system and the liberalization in the region. The role of
ABAC has been presenting recommendations to APEC and giving pressure on the APEC
process. The role of AVG was to consider future visions in the region and generate
recommendations for them. There could be issues regarding formally acknowledged actors
such as ABAC and AVG versus other stakeholders. The relations with other international fora
such as World Trade Organization (WTO), East Asia Summit (EAS), and ASEAN+3 are also
matters to be considered. Consideration of hard law versus soft law is also important.
Regarding the data free flow with trust norm, the role of APEC has been the implementation
of the norm in the APEC context, by streamlining “free flow” and its conditions, as well as
providing capacity building to implement it. The role of ABAC has been presenting the
business concerns. The role of AVG was also to present its consideration regarding “free flow.”
This may be a test to check the mutuality of the free flow with trust norm utilizing the APEC
venue. There may be a decrease in direct business interests regarding the institution-building
related to the flow of data. The importance of capacity building should be addressed in this
regard.

Regarding the climate change norm, the role of APEC has been generating recommendations
to climate negotiations at some points but mainly implementing implementations including
energy-related matters. The role of ABAC is the recommendation on climate change policies
and promoting business actions. The role of AVG was to recommend climate and transition
recommendations. The members of APEC are in various development stages and conditions,
which may have positive and negative impacts on facilitating climate change actions. There
may be an advantage for APEC when linking trade and climate change. Finally, carbon neutral

and energy transitions are side-by-side issues.
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“Regulating ‘Big Data’ Based Global Corporations in the ‘New Normal’

COVID 19 pandemic has increased the use of virtual communication modes in many folds;
consequently, virtual data production has raised many more folds. A 2020 study revealed that
we are creating 2.5 exabytes of data in a day and 1.3 million videos in a second. Such a massive
volume of data on the cloud platforms have set large data-related global companies in a unique
position: they are immensely powerful in many respects but stay largely beyond any effective
regulation. They use the public generated data to make their fortune, though meagrely respect
data privacy rights.

Sovereign states’ responses to this situation are driven by their legislation which is based
mainly on the punitive approach and the classical economic theory of rational cost calculator.
However, continuous misuse of public data and violation of personal data privacy by large
global companies such as Facebook already explains the ineffectiveness of such legislation.
Public organisations, in general, are yet to have adequate knowledge and technical capacities
to deal competitively with the large companies of this industry. Moreover, the need to
maintain an uninterrupted data flow has put them in a position where the cooperation of big
data companies is vital for delineating a compelling big data regulatory system.

Evaluating how to make regulatory systems effective for the big data industry is pertinent in
this new-normal situation, and this is the subject of my presentation. In this presentation, I
will focus on the lack of a practical approach in big data-related regulatory systems and
highlight the opportunities for a regulatory system that can assist both the regulator and the
regulatees in this industry. The core of my suggestions would be that big data regulation
should base on the principles of the front-end regulatory system. Within this system, the
regulators assist the large data companies in managing their challenges to become ethically
compliant. It would also raise social actors’ capacity to hold these companies to respond to

the objectives of a regulatory system.
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“Future of International Labour Standards Setting - The Soft-law Approach”
Standard-setting and supervision of international labour standards (ILO Conventions and
Recommendations) have been the back-bone activity of the ILO in the last one hundred years
and it will also continue to be so in the next century ahead. The ILO is an old institution and
its working tools are basically traditional ones, that is to say adopting multilateral treaties and
supervising their application by bodies set up by its own institution. However, the
international community changed from 1919 and has become a global rather than an inter-
state community. In other words, non-state actors have acquired important status in

formulating international rules and in enforcing them. A hundred-year-old institution, such



as the ILO, must also adapt itself to the new environment and pursue its goal (“Social Justice")
by incorporating new techniques.

On the other, the contemporary globalized world can still learn from the experience of this
old institution and it is actually contributing to the global governance in the new environment
by its traditional and orthodox techniques. Afterall, the ILO was already “globalized” in 1919,
in the sense that it was comprised not only of governments but also non-governmental entities,
employers and workers organizations, as equal partners in the formulation and application of
standards. No other inter-governmental organizations have non-governmental entities as
basic members of the organization with equal voting rights.

The ILO’s tripartite structure is contributing to materialize the aims of the SDGs or the
principles set forth in the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. The
Representation procedure under Art.24 of the ILO Conventions, as well as the Complaint
procedure under Arts.26 to 34 of the ILO Conventions can provide remedies to victims of
human rights abuses by the initiatives taken by employers and workers associations, hence
non-governmental entities. These mechanisms, however, have a weakness. They cannot be
employed if a country concerned has not ratified the Convention, the non-observance of
which is the target of the Representation or the Complaint. Therefore, legally non-binding
instruments acquire significance.

Soft-law approach is needed to overcome the difficulties arising from the non-ratification of
ILO Conventions. The ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work
(1998) and the revised Tripartite Declaration on Multinational Enterprises (2017), both non-
binding instruments, try to overcome the hurdle of non-ratification. They apply to everybody
regardless of the ratification status and, moreover, anticipate positive actions by the civil
society not limited to workers’ and employers’ organizations. These actions are best
undertaken by means which are even softer than a soft law, namely by guidelines set by the
enterprises themselves in the exercising their Corporate Social Responsibility. We see in
numerous websites of big companies which refer to these Declarations. However, since they
are self-declared intentions, some means must be designed to ensure their implementation.
Reporting, interpretation, conciliation, certification, supply chain management, framework
agreement with global union federations, public contracts are examples. In all these, the civil
society is directly involved.
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