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Struggles and Potentials of Regional Organizations
while Coping with the Covid-19 Pandemic

U ER T AR (REHRE)

Since COVID-19 has become a global issue from the very beginning of its
spreading news, international organizations (IOs) and regional organizations,
ROs (esp. EU, ASEAN, SAARC, MERCOSUR, and AU) have been taking
their stances towards COVID-19. Responses of these international but
especially regional organizations are crucial as international collaboration is
key to keep the pandemic under control and prepare societies for the post-
pandemic world. It is also interesting to see how different regions and
regional organizations are responding to the pandemic in different ways.
Their responses present their regional peculiarities as well.

Then it is both timely and meaningful to examine how countries have been
collaborating through their regional organizations around the same issue in
different regions of the world and how this global pandemic affected the
course of regional cooperation/integration within those regional
organizations and communities. This work asks these important questions by
comparing different “regional” responses to the recent COVID-19 crisis. The
first of the paper looks at the general tendency and responses of those main
regional organizations to the pandemic. Then the paper examines the
regionalization reflexes and steps within those regional organizations by
asking the question of how Covid-19 responses as well as policies have
affected and shaped the course of regionalization within those mechanisms.
The last part analysis similar and different positions of those regional
organizations under concern and looks for potentials of further
regionalization for those entities.
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